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Prepare Ye the Way!
Hour of Power vom 06.12.2020

GOOD MORNING/INVOCATION — Bobby & Hannah

BS: This is the day the Lord has made. We will rejoice and be glad in it.
Hello.
HS:  Welcome church family, and a special welcome to our first time visitors.

We are so happy to have you here today. Today, know that we serve a God
of miracles. He is in the business of the extraordinary and He is on your side.
Thank you, again so much for being here. You are loved.

BS: It really is such a good time to gather, isn’t it? This advent season
where we get to sing all these Christmas songs that we've sung for
generations. We pray that you leave full of joy, full of life. We don’t want
anybody to leave here bummed out or feeling frustrated. We want people to
feel excited and joyful. And so we have an awesome day today.

Let’s begin with a word of prayer. Father, we thank you so much for all that
you’ve done in our lives, and many of us are in this season of waiting. | pray,
God that you would help us to move from waiting impatiently to preparing, to
being ready for the next great thing that’s going to happen. Lord, we love you
so much and we thank you, it's in Jesus’ name we pray, amen.

HS:  Amen. Turn around and shake the hand of the person next to you and
say God loves you and so do |.

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING — Chad & Christina Sinclair

Last Sunday, we lit the first candle — the candle of hope. Today we light the
second candle, the candle of peace. During advent we celebrate the birth of
Jesus, who was known as the Prince of Peace. Peace is not simply the
absence of war; it is a state of the heart in every person who carries the life of
Christ within them. And the kingdom is at work when God’s people band
together to be instruments of and for peace in the world.

Let us pray these words together as a congregation: Faithful God, you are at
work to restore all of creation to its intended harmony. Make your face to shine
upon us, so that we may be reconciled with you and with all our enemies. We
pray that your peace would come over the many troubled areas of our world
this Christmas season. God of hope, God of peace, into our darkness come.
In the name of the Prince of Peace we pray, amen.

SCRIPTURE —Isaiah 11:1-9 — Hannah Schuller

In preparation for the message, Isaiah 11:1:

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a branch will bear
fruit. The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him — the Spirit of wisdom and of
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of might, the Spirit of knowledge and
the fear of the Lord — and he will delight in the fear of the Lord. He will not
judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears;
but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give
decisions for the poor of the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his
mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. Righteousness will
be his belt and faithfulness the sash around his waist. The wolf will live with
the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the
yearling together; and a little child will lead them. The cow will feed with the
bear, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox.
The infant will play near the cobra’s den, and the young child will put its hand
into the viper’s nest. They will neither harm nor destroy on my holy mountain,
for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord and as the waters
cover the sea.

Church family, we are not just waiting for this time, but may we be preparing
for it now. Amen.
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DECLARATION — Bobby Schuller

Friends, would you hold your hands out like this as a way of receiving? We're going to say this
together: I'm not what | do. I'm not what | have. I'm not what people say about me. | am the beloved
of God. It's who | am. No one can take it from me. | don’t have to worry, | don’t have to hurry, | can
trust my friend Jesus and share His love with the world. Amen!

MESSAGE — Bobby Schuller "Prepare Ye the Way"

Today’s the second Sunday in advent, and today traditionally in a church it’'s considered the
day of preparation. It’s like what does that mean? Preparation is a very common theme in the Bible,
in the Old Testament in particular — people are always preparing their hearts, preparing their minds,
preparing their loins, preparing their bodies, preparing everything for war, for revival, for the coming
of a king, for the changing of a guard, and today we’re going to talk about this whole idea of
preparation in the life of an everyday person.

Maybe you're here today and you are in one of those weird in-between places that we get
caught sometimes. And you just feel like you've been waiting. Maybe you’ve been single for a long
time and you want to meet somebody, or maybe you’ve had some thing in your life, an addiction, or
some issue like that that you’ve been working on. Maybe you need a job, or maybe it's some family
issue. There are these times in our lives where we find ourselves praying a lot — God, where are
you? God, | need help with this thing in my life.

It's easy to feel like maybe God doesn’t care. It's easy when we’re waiting to get bored, to
just feel like we’re in a rut. And | want to encourage you to move in your mindset in this in-between
place from I'm waiting, to I'm preparing.

There’s something that happens in the heart, especially when it has to do with like getting up
in the morning and feeling excited about life. When you decide that the spaces between A and B,
that you're not going to just sit around and feel sorry for yourself, but during that time you’re going
to be someone who is preparing; preparing your mind, preparing your heart, preparing your arms,
preparing your legs. Preparation is an important part of the life of a disciple.

It's interesting, | remember when Hannah was pregnant with our first kid, Haven, we were
both just super young and we didn’t know what this was going to be like, she was like a hundred
percent sure that she was going to deliver this baby late. She’s like my mom was late with all six of
her kids. Yes, Hannah has five brothers; only girl in six. Anyway, and she was like totally convinced
that we were going to deliver the baby late. It was about three weeks before the due date, Hannah
wakes me and she goes Bobby. It’s like two in the morning. Bobby! My water just broke! | looked at
her and | sat up and | went splash, splash, are you sure? And you know how when you wake up all
of a sudden, like this can happen when the smoke alarm goes off at two or three in the morning,
you're just like not with it. You don’t know what’s going on. And we just started scrambling and
grabbing stuff and ran into the car and it was just like out of the movies where this young father is
like getting his jacket on and his shoes on while he’s driving the car. Actually it was very funny when
we got back three days later, we both had Camry’s, they were matching: one was silver and one
was gold. Anyway. I'd kept going to like the other car to get things and when we came back three
days later from the hospital, both the driver side door and the passenger door were still open. They’d
been open for like three days. It had rained one of the days. Oh and the door to the house was open,
too. So this is the state of the father. Anyway, one of the most amazing things about that story,
though, delivery was fine, everything was great, but one of the most amazing things of that story, in
my opinion, was just that night Hannah just had this feeling. Even though she kept saying that the
baby was going to be late, that night she packed all of her things and she had a backpack of stuff
ready to go. There’s something about that that | marvel at because there is something in our biology
sometimes, especially for a mother that’s pregnant, that her body just tells her, in a way, it's hard to
put a finger on it, just somehow she knows something’s going to happen.

| think that this is very similar to the life of the disciple. There are times, if we have ears to
hear, we have hearts that are ready, that sometimes we get these things where it’s like | need to
prepare. | need to get ready. Something great is about to happen. Maybe that’s you right now. Maybe
that’s you today and maybe you’ve been waiting for a long time, | want to give you a word from the
Lord. | believe that now it’s your time to move from waiting to preparing; to start doing things in your
life to get ready for the next great thing God’s going to do; to be ready for it, and to not miss out on
it.
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| remember when | was a kid, my dad taught me how to surf, and this was like a rite of
passage for me. | was about ten years old. | looked like Wart from Sword in the Stone. Only serious
Disney fans know, but just picture like a lanky kid, and that was me, like a Pinocchio without strings,
and a shorter nose. | didn'’t lie that often. My dad taught me how to surf, and it was this important
moment in my life, and it’s always been a special thing for me. | don'’t surf a lot, and I've never been
real good at it, but whenever | go, | really enjoy it. It's amazing because when you surf, a lot of people
think you’re just constantly going, but you don’t. Surfing.. a lot of it is about waiting. You paddle out
into the water, and you usually go with friends, and you spend a lot of time sort of waiting out in the
water for your set. So there’s a social element to it that also adds: you're talking to friends and you're
thinking about life, but you’re always prepared. You're always sort of looking out at the horizon to
see when the right wave will come.

When waves come, they don'’t just come in one, like one wave comes, they come in what we
call sets. There’s sets of three or four or two. And when the right wave comes, you catch it and it’s
an amazing feeling. Surfing on a wave feels like flying. It’s just an incredible thing. When it comes,
everybody gets serious, you paddle like crazy, and you either wipe out or you catch it and you enjoy
the ride.

And can | tell you that when I've had real success in my life, it's been more like surfing than
it has been like grinding. A lot of waiting, a lot of preparing, a lot of watching, and then when the right
thing comes along, | paddle like mad, like crazy until the wave itself begins to carry me and then |
enjoy the ride. That’s certainly how | ended up in my calling here. That’s how | ended up with Hannah.
There are just so many times in my life where I've grinded away at something that | wanted and it
just didn’t happen. And very often, I'm glad those things didn’t happen because they weren'’t near as
good as the feeling of catching the wave that God has sent into my life.

| think God’s about to send a wave in your life, but you’re sort of sitting on the board with your
friends waiting. Enjoy that time. Enjoy that time, and have eyes to see, and ears to hear. Prepare
your heart and be ready so that when this opportunity comes in your life, you’re ready to jump on it
and experience something awesome. Some people will miss out on it because they’re not prepared,
they’re just waiting. But some people will be ready, and | think you’ll be ready and I’'m proud of you.

This is the spirit of advent. Advent is a season of waiting. Advent literally means “the arrival”
in which we’re preparing our hearts for the coming of the king, the coming of Jesus; preparing our
hearts to see God do something great. The scripture Hannah read earlier today is from Isaiah chapter
11. Now Isaiah was writing fifth/sixth century BC. The ancient, ancient world was a dangerous.. it’s
hard to understand how violent and how fragile the world was. You just picture that one king is
constantly replacing another king, and that women and children are constantly being murdered and
sold into slavery, and this is an era of human sacrifice everywhere; the abuse of the weak and the
glorification of bullies and of the brutal and of the strong.

It's into that world that God picks Abraham’s family, a pretty weak and unknown little Semitic
tribe out of the Middle East to become the family that will save the world. They are supposed to be
an oasis in a violent world where they’re supposed to destroy idols. When we see idols, we think of
the worship of idols, and it’s that, but there’s so much in the ancient world like child sacrifice and the
sexual abuse of people, of children, and so there’s all of this stuff around it, and then there’s also the
abuse of the poor. So it's always those two things: idols and the neglect of the poor. And Israel is
supposed to be this community that destroys their idols, that cares for the poor, that lifts up the
humble and that lives as a community of mercy, compassion, grace, justice in just a chaotic and
crazy world.

The Old Testament is basically the story of that happening over and over where they’re just
and they’re good, and then they’re evil and they come under God’s wrath. And then they’re redeemed
and they’re good and then evil under God’s wrath, and it’s just this thing over and over. Well Isaiah
is a prophecy against Israel. He’s saying to them you’re bowing down to idols, you’re harming
children, you’re harming people, you’re neglecting the poor, and God’s going to cut you down. His
wrath is coming upon you. He’s going to destroy this nation. So it’s this very dark and brutal prophecy.

But then, Isaiah also says, but after that He’s going to bring you home, He’s going to redeem
you, and He’s going to bring out of you, Israel, a Savior, and He uses this word child, baby, there will
be a little one who will come, who will be the salvation of the world. Well all of this happens! Babylon
comes and they conquer Israel, and they take the people into slavery back to Babylon, and then they
return home, but by the time we get to Jesus, that third bit still hasn’t happened.
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Where is the shoot that will come out of the stump of Jesse? That’s the prophecy. Isaiah 11:
A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse. It's a tree that’s been cut down. It's a dead tree. Its
gray, it’s gone, it's a remnant of something that used to be, something that seemed so strong is gone
now. It's been chopped down for firewood. And he says out of that dead, dry, cold stump will come
this shoot. It will be a person. It'll be a person and He’s going to be a king, and He’s going to be a
child. And when He comes into your violent world, He will be called the Prince of what? Peace. In
an ancient world, nobody’s heard of a Prince of Peace. A king of peace. Everybody back then was
the destroyer, the strong, the city breaker, the widow maker. These are real names of real kings that
were their neighbors, and into that God’s saying there will be this king who will be called the Prince
of Peace and just cast this beautiful vision of what the world could be like if it receives this king.

By the time we get to the Christmas story, it's been five/six hundred years since the
prophecies of Isaiah. People have returned back to Israel. They have hearts for God, they love the
Lord, but they’re wondering where is this Prince of Peace? And there’s this longing, this yearning to
see this king come. And it’s into that story that we see Mary and Joseph.

Now when they go to Bethlehem from Nazareth, that’s seventy miles on foot. How many here
have been pregnant before? Hopefully only women are raising their hands. That’s a silly question.
How many women? Can you imagine traveling seventy miles on foot at eight or nine months
pregnant? They traveled from Nazareth to Galilee because there’s a census and they have to report
that they’re under the sort of brutal reign of Rome, and the Romans are disciplined and they’re strict.
She gives birth, obviously, to Jesus in Bethlehem, and then Jerusalem is about a five mile walk from
Bethlehem.

Now in those days, both the baby and the mother have to go to the temple for ritual rights in
Orthodox Judaism. The mother has to be cleansed every time she gives childbirth because of the
blood. In Judaism, remember in the ancient world, blood with neighbors is associated with human
sacrifice, with all of this stuff. Jews try to redeem the idea of blood as the source of life and so it’s
like this sacred thing that should be protected, cleansed.

So after the woman gives birth, she goes through a ritualistic cleansing and she has to
sacrifice either a lamb if she’s well to do, or two pigeons, while Mary the 14 or 15-year-old, whatever
she was, gave two pigeons because she’s just a teenage girl, probably poor. And then the boy, her
new son, is named on the eighth day when He’s circumcised. So He’s circumcised, and they name
the baby what? Jesus. Do you know the Hebrew name for Jesus? Anybody? It's Yeshua. Yeshua.
Yeshua is a Hebrew word for salvation. Now this is going to be important in the Simeon story. Yeshua
means? How do you say salvation in Hebrew? Ok you got it, good.

So the baby is circumcised, and then the baby has to be consecrated, which is just like a
prayer and a blessing over the child. It's something like what we do here with baby baptism. And
they go to the temple to do that. Now the temple was gigantic, enormous, especially for the ancient
world. It was somewhere around one and a half million square feet. Every day there would be
between ten to two hundred thousand people in the temple, so it was always full. Just picture like a
gigantic fair but a sacred fair going on all the time with trading and food and rights and rituals,
sacrifices at nine and three every day, holidays. So we don’t know when, but it’s just like always just
tons of stuff going on. And so when Mary and Joseph go for these rights into the temple, there’s
thousands and thousands of people there, and they’re just like this young couple with a baby, doing
what they do. They’re Jewish.

In Jerusalem, maybe on the other side of the city, there’s an old man named Simeon, and
everybody knows him because he’s such a good man. The Bible says that Simeon was full of the
Holy Spirit. That he was a righteous man and he was known to be truly good. In fact the Bible
mentions the Holy Spirit three times when it mentions the person of Simeon. And it says that the
Holy Spirit told Simeon that before he died, he would see the coming of this king, the coming of this
Messiah, the shoot out of the stump of Jesse.

Now tradition says that he was a young man when he was told this by the spirit, but in this
story, he’s a very old man. How long was he waiting, maybe 50/60 years? And yet he’s just full of
joy, full of the spirit. And one day, maybe it's a Tuesday, maybe he’s eating some Falafel. He’s
enjoying lunch, and all of a sudden this spirit moves on in him and he’s like: Simeon, He’s here. He’s
finally here. Now | think that Simeon, the spirit says He’s here, He’s in the temple, go see Him. It's
like Simeon gets up and he starts to run through the corridors and through the shops, and somebody
says hey Simeon! He’s like not now, not now. Begins to go further.
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Gets to the temple, full of people, and who does he start looking for? A man! A king! Right?
The arrival of the Messiah, a 30/40-year-old kingly man who’s there. Maybe a rabbi. And he’s looking
around, where is He? He’s listening to the spirit, following the spirit, and all of a sudden he sees this
young couple and he sees a little baby, and he just goes of course. That’'s Him.

And then he walks over to this couple, everybody seems to know who this guy is. It's almost
like the crowd parts for him. And he walks up to this little baby, not a full-grown man, and he holds
Him in his arms, and he says this famous prayer: “Sovereign Lord, as you’ve promised, you may
now dismiss your servant in peace.” What’s he saying? | can die now. The total fulfillment of my life,
everything I've ever wanted, everything I've ever hoped for has finally happened. I've seen Him. And
he says “you can dismiss your servant in peace for my eyes have seen your salvation.” In Hebrew,
the word for salvation is Yeshua. He literally says my eyes have seen your Jesus “which you have
prepared in the sight of all nations, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people,
Israel.” Isn’t that a great story?

That famous phrase, by the way, becomes a Christmas song for the early church and then
later a song of Compline and Vespers called the Nunc dimittis in which people sing over and over:
Lord, you can dismiss your servant in favor, for my eyes have seen the coming of your Messiah. It’s
this idea that what St. Augustine says: our hearts are restless until they rest in Him. This idea that
so much of human thirst and human waiting is waiting for the coming of Christ in my life.

| think one of the most important things that we learn from Simeon is that to me it seems like
Simeon, who spent so much of his life waiting for this moment, was still a very good, a very joyful, a
very productive person. He was a blessing clearly to everyone. And | think the reason Simeon could
wait is because Simeon could hear God’s voice. If we become the kind of people who are not trying
to move God, but trying to listen to God, to understand what He’s going to do next, to prepare our
hearts, to be ready when it happens, to be ready to just be okay being in that middle place but to be
ready, to be prepared, | think that's what God wants from you and that’s what He wants from me.

There’s another person in this story, too, named Anna who when the Bible says after she
was married for seven years, so again girls were married maybe 14/15/16 back then. Life span
usually wasn’t very long for most people. It says that she was married for seven years, and then she
was a widow for 84 years. So how old was she? Maybe 100/103. And it says when her husband
died, we assume maybe she was 20/19/21, something like that, she went straight away to the temple,
and she never left. And she spent her whole rest of her life praying, worshipping, partaking, blessing
people, and the Bible calls Anna a prophet. Everybody say she was a prophet. Let those who have
ears to hear, let them hear. Those who have hardened hearts, let them be harder. That’s the word
of the Lord.

She was a prophet. She spoke the oracles of God. And she was loved by all full of the spirit,
and the same thing. | love it. It's a very old man and a very old woman. When she sees this couple,
she just begins praising God: thank you, Lord! Thank you! He’s come. He’s finally come. And then
goes around the temple just telling everybody — He’s come! The child is here! The one everybody’s
been waiting for, He’'s come! He’s come! And | just love this image of a 105-year-old, 102-year-old
woman excitedly praising the Lord, full of fire, full of passion, spreading the good news that Jesus,
that the Messiah, the salvation, the reconciliation of Israel, good news to the Gentiles, that He’s
finally come. | think the thing we can learn from any older person that’s wise, and the thing we can
learn from these two people is that waiting is a part of life, and when we are waiting for God to do
something, we have a choice to simply wait and do nothing, or feel sorry for ourselves, or fall into
self-pity, or get bored, or move on, or we have the opportunity to prepare as a fighter prepares for a
fight; as a surfer prepares for a wave; as virgins prepare for the coming of a bridegroom. You know
the parable. There are ten virgins waiting for the coming of the bridegroom; five are prepared and
five are just waiting. See that’s the difference. God wants us to become the kinds of people when
we find ourselves in an in-between place, that we refuse to just wait. That we decide to be people
who say at this moment, I'm going to prepare. I'm going to be ready for when that opportunity comes.
I’'m not just going to sit around. I'm going to be doing things to better myself so I'm ready for this
great thing. We want to move from waiting to preparing.

Finally, a guide. How do you prepare? In Jesus’ day, whenever somebody would go to the
synagogue every Saturday, before they entered the synagogue, everybody did a ritual bath called
Mikvah. Everybody say Mikvah. See | want you guys to speak fluent Hebrew by the time.. if you go
here for five years and you don’t speak Hebrew and Greek, | haven’'t done my job. Mikvah.
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And every time, before you go into synagogue to study the word and to pray and to worship,
you do a ritualistic cleansing. You cleanse four parts of your body: first you cleanse your head, that’s
your thoughts, you cleanse your chest, that’s your heart, you cleanse your arms, that’s your deeds,
and you cleanse your legs, that’s your standing and your going. And this process of Mikvah is called
the preparation. It's preparation for the synagogue.

If you're in a season of preparation and you'’re like what do | do, think about those four things
in your life. Prepare your mind. Have the right kind of thoughts. Be learning. Be reading. Be growing.
Get a mentor. Be thinking up here. So check your thoughts. Check your knowledge and grow in
wisdom, but not just that, check your heart. Do you want what is good? Do you love what is good
and hate what is evil? Are you humble of heart? Do you have a tender heart? Are you kind? If you
find yourself being hard-hearted or angry all the time, ask the Lord to do something in your heart.
Ask your neighbor, someone you respect to give you advice on how to soften or have a good and
right heart. There are lots of people with tons of knowledge that don’t have good hearts.

We want good thoughts and a good heart, and then your deeds. You want to ask Lord, is
what I'm doing good? Maybe some of you are at a job you need to quit. Maybe some of you have
habits that you need to stop. Change my doing. And it's also generosity. Am | a generous person or
am | a stingy person? Am | a violent person or am | a person who gives mercy? Am | a bitter person
or am | a forgiving person? Okay?

And then finally, it's the legs. It’s the going. Some of us everything we’re doing is good, we
have good hearts, we know a lot of stuff, but we just don’t go! Some of us need to go. Some of us
need to go and just do something. Some of us are like leaves in the wind. We’re just go, go, go, go,
go, go, go. Some of us need to just stand and stop going. So ask the Lord about your legs. Should |
be here, or do | need to go?

| think those are the four things we really want to check when we’re preparing for something
good God is doing. Lord, help me to grow in my thinking. Help me to have a good heart. Help me
have good deeds and help me to be where you want me to be.

I'll give you this last prayer. | had a chaplain in college who taught me to pray for favor, that
God would give favor in my life and | think there was a lot of wisdom in that. This is the prayer he
taught me to pray. He said: may I, Lord, may | be at the right place at the right time doing the right
thing with the right people. May | be at the right place at the right time doing the right thing with the
right people.

Lord we ask for that in Jesus’ name. Many of us here are overjoyed at the good that you’re
doing in our lives. Some of us are here barely hanging on and desperate. For all of us, God, we pray,
help us to be at the right place at the right time doing the right thing with the right people. Even now,
Lord, help us to prepare for the things that are coming. Advent is a season of hope. Lord, give us
hope. Help us to not fall into despair and to think it's always going to be this way, but to know that
things change, and when they’re with you, they always change for the better. Lord, help us to see
that, that in the long run, things will be good. We love you, Lord it’s in Jesus’ name we pray, amen.

BENEDICTION — Bobby Schuller

Thank you so much for coming! We will have people down here that will pray with you. If you
have any prayer for anything, elders and deacons will be here. We're so glad you were here. Come
next week, it'’s going to be great.

And now the Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face to shine upon you and
be gracious unto you. The Lord lift His countenance upon you and give you His peace in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, amen.
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